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BY CHELSEA KEMP

You can dance, you can
jive, having the time of your
life with the Virden &District
Chorale presentation of
Mamma Mia! at the Virden
Auditorium Theatre this
month.
“There’s a lot of community
pride on display when we
do our productions,” said
Michelle Chyzyk, the play’s
director and producer.
Featuring the music of
ABBA, the jukebox musical
takes place in Greece and
centres a young soon to be
bride Sophie as she tries to
find her real father.
“We’re in love with the
songs of ABBA, and there’s
lots of great emotion and
humour in the show,” Chyzyk
said.
The Broadway musical
first debuted in 1999 and the
amateur licensing right for
Mamma Mia! only recently
became available earlier this
year.
Virden & District Choral
purchased the licensing the
first day it wasmade available.
“Theworld had beenwaiting
for them,” Chyzyk said.

Showcasing incredible
vocals, talented musicians
and excellent choreography, it
is a show that she said cannot
be missed.
The three female leads
Marla Fontaine, Mariah
Phillips and Sandy Jasper
— playing Donna Sheridan,
Tanya Chesham-Leigh and
Rosie Mulligan respectively
— bring an especially
powerful sense of warmth
and friendship to the stage,
Chyzyk said.

The group held auditions
for the show in June, with
rehearsals beginning in
August.
Putting on Mamma Mia! is
a labour of love, with all those
involved volunteers.
There are more than 40 cast
members, along with others
who help behind the scenes.
The majority of the cast has
no formal training in musical
theatre or choreography,
which created a challenge for
members who were learning

new skills.
“With our cast, each one
has lifted up others sharing
their expertise… it’s been
quite a wonderful experience
to see how they bring each
other along as the learn these
skills as amateurs trying to
take it to the professional
level,” Chyzyk said.
Working in close quarters
in this capacity has created a
strong camaraderie with the
group.
“It’s very uplifting to rub
shoulders with so many
talented people and make
connections with people from
all over Westman,” Chyzyk
said.
Fontaine said that she has
been impressed with Chyzyk’s
magic touch for finding
and fostering talent in the
community.
Having an unbelievable
amount of fun playing a key
character, Fontaine said she
is continually inspired by the
passion and support she has
shared with her fellow cast
members.
“The music is fantastic,”
Fontaine said. “I’m excited
for the show with so many
great songs and such fun

dancing.”
One of Fontaine’s favourite
parts of the play are the
interactions she has with
Phillips and Jasper. She said
their scenes are a lot of fun,
capturing what life was like in
one’s early adult years.
Having being an audience
member many times for
Virden & District Chorale
plays, Fontaine said that she
is excited to be in one of their
productions.
From the set and costumes
to the singing and dancing,
she said their performances
cannot be missed.
“It’s super exciting…
we’re just vibrating with
excitement,” Fontaine said.
“It’s going to be lots of fun.”
Mamma Mia! will be
featured at the Virden
Auditorium Theatre from
Nov. 21 to Nov 24 at 7:30
p.m. each night, and Nov. 24
to Nov. 25 at 1:30 p.m. Tickets
are available for $20 online
at mammamiathemusical.
eventbrite.ca or in person at
the Virden Flower Attic and
Gift.
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Sharing household chores is
oneof the bestways of teaching
your child about responsibility.
It is never too early to get
children to help around the
house. A simple place to start
is with the idea of cleaning up
after oneself. It keeps kitchens,
bathrooms and bedrooms tidier
if the expectation is that you
put away what you take out
and clean up any messes you
make.
You can also start to give
your child one or two age-
appropriate chores to be
responsible for on a regular
basis. As your child grows,

more responsibilities can be
handled. By age 11, your child
should be able to handle almost
any household chore.
The following are some
suggestions of chores according
to age. Each child is different,
so keep in mind your child’s

abilities and preferences when
decidingwhat chores to assign.

AGES 2-3
• Put toys away when
finished playing
• Put dirty clothes in the
hamper
• Take their own dishes to
the sink after a meal or snack
• Dust furniture
• Help with baking
by mixing or scooping
ingredients

AGE 4
• Prepare a simple snack
• Make bed with some
assistance

• Set and clear the table with
supervision
• Feed pets
• Dress independently

AGE 5
• Wipe the bathroom sink
and counter after washing
• Keep bedroom tidy
• Take out garbage
• Help with laundry – fold
towels and match socks
• Put away clean clothes in
drawers and closet

AGES 6-7
• Brush teeth (before this
age an adult should help with
brushing to ensure healthy

teeth)
• Sweep, mop or vacuum
the floor
• Assist with meal
preparation, prepare a simple
meal with supervision
• Wash or dry dishes, or
load and unload dishwasher

AGES 8-10
• Change bed sheets
• Do laundry with
supervision
• Clean bathroom with
supervision
• Prepare a simple meal
independently
• Be responsible for
homework and belongings

Shawna Munro works at the Elspeth Reid Fam-
ily Resource Centre, a
facility of Child and Family Services of West-
ern Manitoba that offers
parenting information and support.
» 204-726-6280
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MammaMia! headed to theVirden AuditoriumTheatre
The Virden & District Chorale reherse for their performance of Mamma Mia! at the Virden Auditorium Theatre last month. (Rob Lovatt photo)
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