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A cyclist makes his way along Lorne Avenue in Brandon on a mild afternoon. (Tim Smith/The Brandon Sun)

JUST OUT FOR A RIP
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WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK OUR TEAM FOR THEIR HARD WORK AND
THE PEOPLE OF WESTMAN FOR VOTING FOR US!

Catharina Carels
Office: (204) 725-9966
Cell: (204) 720-4779

catharina@canadianfarmrealty.com

Riverbend Realty
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

To view the properties or for more information please contact:

Henry Carels
Office: (204) 725-9966
Cell: (204) 573-5396

henry@canadianfarmrealty.com

CANADIAN FARM REALTY.COM

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday May 19th from 1–4 p.m.

Beautiful acreage within Minnedosa town limits! MLS# 1711276

84104 102 W RD.
1/4 mile east of Minnedosa Beach, then head south for 1/4 mile.

Signs will be posted along the route.
Come see this gorgeous 7 acre property with 1440 sq. ft. bungalow featuring 3 bedrooms, 2 full

bathrooms, office, large kitchen & dining area with spacious family room. Top of the line stainless
steel appliances, walnut cabinets, tile backsplash & quartz countertops in the kitchen. Spacious

master with ensuite. Other upgrades: oak hardwood & cork flooring, sky tubes & Hardi board siding.
Oversized double attached garage with heated concrete.

BY IAN FROESE

The forced amalgamation of Manitoba�s smallest
municipalities promised to save money.
But in the Municipality of Boissevain-Morton, they

experienced the opposite effect: collectively, costs to run council
increased by 71 per cent in only four years.
Association of Manitoba Municipalities executive director

JoeMasi said the organization was never convinced that money
would be saved.
�We did not buy that argument,� he said.
The mergers, which took effect in 2015, were based on the

reasoning it would save money and improve administration.
But a look at Boissevain-Morton�s costs to run a council, in

figures published by the Boissevain Recorder, suggests that wasn�t
the case.
Prior to amalgamation, the Town of Boissevain and Rural

Municipality of Morton spent $102,307.51 to run two separate
councils.
In 2015, its first as a combined entity, the price tag jumped to

$145,066.80 � a hike of 42 per cent.
By 2016, legislative costs leapt to $152,055.74 and it surged

again in 2017 to $175,104.74.
Within a span of four years, legislative costs soared by almost

$73,000.
To address the municipality�s ever-expanding bottom line,

Boissevain-Morton decided to slim the size of its council.
Instead of eight councillors, only six will sit around the council

table after this fall�s election � and they�ll be elected through
an at-large system rather than an urban/rural ward arrangement.

Council narrowly voted to reduce its size by a 5-3 margin last
month.
Head of Council David Stead supported the plan.
He explained jurisdictions larger than Boissevain-Morton

don�t have as many councillors as they have.
�I could tell when it came tomy name, whichever way I went

was going to sway it,� Stead said. �I just felt that going ahead
we would be more efficient. The provincial government keeps
cutting things back and telling us they want to save money, and
we do too.�
Stead wasn�t sure why costs kept escalating, but said

administration is continuously looking to streamline operations.
He said that Boissevain-Morton administrator Leo Poulin is

compiling a plan to cut back the number of committees.
That strategy won�t savemuchmoney, aside from a reduction

in indemnity costs, but it would reduce the number of
responsibilities for the six councillors. �There�s less people to
go around those committees,� Stead said.
Poulin did not respond to requests for comment on this story

by phone or email.
Even before council�s decision, Boissevain-Morton expected

to cut down on expenses because long-timemayor EdAnderson
retired last year and the councillor seat of his replacement has
been left vacant.
The municipality pegs the administrative costs of each

councillor at $20,000 to $25,000, the Boissevain Recorder
reported.

» ifroese@brandonsun.com
» Twitter: @ianfroese

Boissevain-Morton slims down in 2018

Boissevain-Morton Head of Council David Stead is in favour of re-
ducing the number of councillors from eight to six in the 2018 mu-
nicipal election. (File)

When a child learns to
communicate with
assertiveness, she is equipped
tomake her feelings and needs
known in a way that is
respectful to others. She is able
to stand up for herself and
those around her, and she
develops self-confidence and
resilience.
The ability to be assertive

falls in between the extremes
of being aggressive or passive.
Aggressive behaviour in a

childmight include being bossy
or bullying other children, or
talking back and being rude to
parents or other adults. Amore
passive child may do what
others ask or expect of him
while putting his own feelings
aside, and rely on someone else
to solve problems or settle
disagreements.
You can help your child find

the balance in the middle of
these two types of
communication. She can learn
to stand up for her own rights
without dismissing the rights
of others, and she can learn to
handle conflicts fairly.
The best way to help your

child learn to be assertive is to
give him opportunities to

practice.
When your child disagrees

with a request, you can allow
some choice in the matter and
still achieve the same outcome.
Validate your young child�s
feelings by saying, �I know that
you really want to stay up and
play. You�re having so much
fun! As you are getting settled
in bed, you can let me know
what story you want to read,
so we can have a little more
time before you go to sleep.�
Let your older child have

some flexibility within the
boundaries of a request. �The
garbage needs to be taken out,
and your laundry needs to be
put away. You can do it
whenever you want, as long as
it is completed before you go
to bed.�
When your child finds

himself in a disagreement, trust
that he can work it through
himself. Instead of taking sides
when young siblings argue, you
can comment that you see that
they each have a different idea
of what needs to happen next.
�What can you do to fix this so
you can both be happy?�
Encourage your older child

to stand up for herself. If she

comes home with a school
assignment that she feels was
not graded fairly, encourage her
to talk to the teacher herself for
clarification.
Model assertive behaviour.

If you are loud and
demanding, you will teach
your child that aggressiveness
gets results. If you frequently
over-commit and then
complain about it, your child
sees passiveness as the expected
response to situations. But
when you follow through on
your promises and are honest
and fair with yourself and
others, your child sees that
being assertive is the most
effective way of
communicating.

Help your child learn to become assertive

Shawna Munro works at the Elspeth
Reid Family Resource Centre, a
facility of Child and Family Services
of Western Manitoba that offers
parenting information and support.
» 204-726-6280

PARENTING
POINTS

Shawna Munro

It’s important to teach your child how to be assertive. It’s a behaviour that is often tricky to teach as
it falls between being aggressive, which can manifest itself as bullying, and being passive.
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