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“We have about a half a
hay crop this year, and our
corn looks pretty good, so
we’re hoping our silage corn
will help,” said Adams, who
attended the grand opening
of the new Manitoba Beef &
Forage Initiatives Learning
Centre located north of
Brandon on Tuesday. “We’re
baling some extra straw and
stuff, to make due. And if we
don’t have enough feed, we’ll
just have to sell some cows,
that’s all. That’s just the way
it goes.”
The hay crop in the
southwest par t of the
province is about half of what
it normally has been, Adams
said, and in some cases
“worse than that.” Second
cuts of hay for the season are
rare and even if rain finally
arrives this week, he says it
would “take a miracle” to get
another cut out of it now.
Closer to Brandon, retired
cattle producer Phillip Jones,
who still owns and rents out
pasture land but operates a
trucking company from his
farm, says the crop year has
been a very difficult one for
the region.
“I would say the say crop
this year is anywhere from
a quarter to a third of what
it should have been,” Jones
said. “There’s a lot of people

I’m seeing that are dropping
straw, so I’m imagining
they’re going to be mixing
straw and some hay and
probably a feed supplement,
or a supplement with grain
or some kind of improvement
to get the total digestible
nutrients up. Really change
your formula around.”
As of last week, Manitoba
producers had already started
contacting the province about
low feed stocks, according
to Brian Lemon, general
manager with the Manitoba
Beef Producers.
Lemon said prices for any
available feed are becoming
too high for cattle producers,
who can’t pass the cost along.
And at some point there just
won’t be any feed available.
“The producers are fairly
resilient. We will do what’s
right for our animals. We
will do what’s right for our
families,” he said. “At the end
of the day, it’s not the first
time it’s been a dry season
and it probably won’t be the
last one. It’s unfortunate.”
By the middle of last
week, producers had not yet
been asking the province for
assistance, but it was certainly
on the mind of the provincial
government.
In an interview with
Manitoba media gathered
for the opening of the new
Manitoba Beef & Forage
Initiatives Learning Centre
west of Brookdale last
week, Manitoba Agriculture
Minister Ralph Eichler
told reporters that the
province has been gathering
information to find out how
much extra feed would be
readily available to meet the
local need and where it would
be sourced from, before any
announcement would be
made.
He also noted it would be
unlikely that the province
would announce a freight
assistance program for
producers.
“If we announce a freight
program, mostly that will
just drive the price of hay up
and drive freight costs up,”
Eichler said.

“Last time we had a
freight assistance program,
the money all went to the
truckers, and not the people
who really need it. And it
drove the price of hay up. We
don’t need that.”
Last Friday, however, the

province announced that
livestock producers would
be temporarily allowed to
cut hay and allow animals
to graze on Crown land that
is not normally designated
for agricultural use due to
dry conditions across the
province.
“Pastures and forage crops
in parts of Manitoba have
been greatly affected by
low levels of rain and dry
soils this summer,” Eichler
said in a press release. “By
providing producers with
additional options, such as
access to Crown land, we are
easing the burden on farmers
who are seeing low yields on
forage crops.”
Last week, Eichler refused
to call the dry conditions in
Manitoba a “drought,” and

suggested instead that the
situation was more regional
than province wide.
“I would not call it a
drought,” Eichler said. “I
would call it climate change.
We’ve seen wheat yields right
up into the mid-80s which is
unbelievable for this time of
year. We’ve seen some wheat
at 30 and 40 too. It’s more of
a regional basis. You drive 12
miles and it’s a different story
again.
“No, I wouldn’t call it a
provincial drought at all.”
Trevor Hadwen , an
agriclimate specialist with
Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada disagreed with that
assessment. In an interview
with Westman This Week
on Friday morning, Hadwen
said a large portion of
Manitoba is in a moderate
drought situation, from the
Riding Mountain area, down
through Brandon, and then
into the eastern portion of
Manitoba’s agricultural area,
based on rainfall amounts
during the current growing

season.
“It’s not a severe drought
by any stretch,” Hadwen said.
“It is certainly a dry period
that is affecting farming. It
will affect yield numbers and
feed availablity, and it does
change the way people are
operating their farms.”
Since the middle of July,
there has been a consistent
lack of precipitation in a
large area that covers all of
southwest Manitoba, and
extends into Saskatchewan
up to Regina. The percentage
of rainfall of what it should
be has pushed the region
into the “moderate drought”
range, which Hadwen said
amounted to a one-in-50 year
cycle.
“The red areas on that
(Precipitation Percentiles)
map, are actually a one in 50-
year dry period. That doesn’t
happen very often. It’s near
record dry for the last 30 days
on that product.”
Hadwen cha lked up
the drought cycle to a
strengthening El Nino

system that will likely give
the Prairies a warmer and
drier winter. He also suspects
that the region is moving out
of what has been a decade of
excess moisture and into a
different cycle.
“Some of the predictions
are that we’re entering a drier
cycle for the next 10 years or
so,” Hadwen said.
Manitoba Agriculture
provides a number of
add i t i ona l t oo l s and
resources for producers
affected by dry conditions
which can be found at gov.
mb.ca/agriculture/livestock/
beef/index.html#resources.
The resources include
the Manitoba hay listing
service, information on
managing pastures during dry
conditions, alternative feed
for beef cattle and options to
stretch feed when supplies are
tight.

» mgoerzen@brandonsun.com

» Twitter: @MattGoerzen

» With files from The Canadian Press

Back to school is an exciting
and busy time for families.
Some children can’t wait to
resume school activities with
their friends, while others
may be wishing for another
month of summer. As they
begin a new school year,
children may wonder what
their teacher and the work
load will be like. Children
entering kindergarten or
starting at a new school might
be nervous about what to
expect.
No matter what your child
is feeling about the new
school year, you can help get
things off to a good start.
A good day begins with
a good morning. Mornings
can be hectic when everyone
is getting ready for school
and work. You can help calm
those mornings with a little
pre-planning.
Much of the day ’s
preparations can be done
the evening before. Help
your child get in the habit
of checking that they have

everything they need packed
and ready to go in their
backpack. They can lay out
the clothes they wants to
wear the following day. Ask
for their assistance as you
pack or plan for their school
lunch.
An important part of a
good morning is getting
enough sleep the night before.
If your child has become
accustomed to staying up
later and sleeping in through

the summer months, it could
take some time to get back
on track for the school year.
Try to maintain a consistent
bedtime routine. Shut off
electronic devices at least an
hour before bed for a more
restful night.
Much of your child’s day
is spent in school, so it is
important to be mindful of
how the remainder of the
family’s time is spent. Aim
for a good balance when
scheduling after school
activities. Encourage your
child to take part in sports,
lessons or clubs, but don’t
try everything at once.
Too many activities can be
overwhelming. Allow time for
the family to spend together
as well as free time for your
child to play and engage in
what interests them.

Keep your child interested
in school by putting what
they learn to practical use.
Encourage your child’s
reading, not only for school
related work, but also for
pleasure. Show interest in
what your child is learning
at school and ask them to
explain it to you. Look for
opportunities to apply math
or science concepts in your
day to day tasks.

Set aside time to listen as
your child talks about their
day. After school, at the
dinner table, or in the quiet
moments before bedtime,
let them tell you what is on
their mind. Try not to ask
too many questions or rush
to find solutions. Be available
and be interested as they
share the highs and lows of
their day at school.
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Shawna Munro works at the Elspeth Reid Fam-
ily Resource Centre, a
facility of Child and Family Services of West-
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Start the school year on a positive note

Drought causing feed shortage
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